Munster Schools Senior and Junior Cup Competition Rules.

Playing regulations are as per Munster Branch IRFU guidelines. 
ELIGIBILITY:
1. The Munster Schools Senior Cup is a competition for players who are 
u 19 as at 1 January in the school year in which the competition is played.
2. The Munster Schools Junior Cup is a competition for players who are 
u 16 as at 1 January in the school year in which the competition is played.
3. All players must be bona-fide students in the competing school when the competition is taking place. 
           A bona-fide schoolboy is one who:

(a) Has been continually in full regular attendance during school hours (except in case of illness) from 1st October of the season;

(b) is on the Department of Education October Roll Lists and following the recognised Department of Education Syllabus;

(c) Is entered for the relevant Department Examination and is in full regular attendance until the end of the academic year.

(d) In the event of a schoolboy being prevented by illness from giving full regular attendance during school hours, he shall not be disqualified if he can produce to the satisfaction of the Schools' Committee a Medical Certificate covering his period, or periods, of absence.

In this Rule the words "full regular attendance" mean "full regular attendance at the school from which the boy is entered".

ORGANISATION:
4. The competition is administered by the Competition co-ordinator[ as elected at the AGM] and the Munster Branch Competitions Manager.
5. Dates for the forthcoming competition are agreed by the schools committee at the Autumn meeting of the full Munster Schools Rugby committee. It is anticipated that schools attending this meeting would be in possession of relevant school dates as regards Holidays, examinations, tours etc. 
6. Schools are expected in the common good to make every reasonable effort to fulfil their obligations on time. If a difficulty is looming, this must be brought to the attention of the school affected and the competition coordinator as soon as possible IN ADVANCE OF THE DIFFICULTY. 
7. The Munster Competitions Manager will liaise with the competition co-ordinator and will notify the refereeing authorities in good time of the dates of these games in order to facilitate the possible appointment of official referees. 
8. If a school travels to an away fixture and the match is not played the rearranged fixture will be played as a home fixture for the team who originally travelled.
Teams/Panels/ Teamsheets:
8.  A panel of players consisting of the players’ names and their dates of birth signed by the principal on school headed paper must be lodged with the competition co-ordinator by 2nd Friday in January in the year of the competition. This indicates a commitment to the competition and its rules.

9.   Competing teams MUST exchange signed team sheets prior to kick-off. All players on the team sheets must be officially registered with the Munster Branch.
10.  A team sheet WILL be requested by the referee. This should be provided with the playing positions identified and the replacement props and hooker identified and signed.
Objections and appeals:
11).  Any objection, or protest about any match must be made in writing within    48 hours of the game. This objection,  or protest must be submitted on official school paper and have a 250 euro lodgement with it. This should be addressed to the Secretary, Fixtures and Emergency Committee (FEC), Munster Branch Schools Office, LIT, Limerick. This money is refundable if the objection  is upheld.
12). A school has the right to appeal the ruling of the F.E.C. within 48 hours of the ruling, by submitting the grounds of appeal on official school paper and submitting 400 euro to the secretary of the Munster branch. This money is refundable if the appeal is upheld.

13). No complaints will subsequently be entertained if you have chosen not to act within the prescribed deadlines. Objections and appeals will be held in accordance with the Munster Branch regulations for domestic competitions. 
PRELIMINARY QUARTER FINAL:
14. The first round proper of  the Munster Schools Senior Cup will be the Preliminary Quarter Final round. Previous rounds are designated as qualifying rounds.
15. No team shall be eliminated after the preliminary quarter final round. Each match in the preliminary quarter final shall produce a winner on the day. 
16. If the match is drawn then the following criteria will be used to determine the team to advance as the winner in the following order:
a) Number of tries scored

b) First try scored

c) First to score

d) In the event of a 0-0 draw then a penalty shoot-out will take place from the 22 metre line.  Only players on the pitch at the end of extra time can participate. 3 kicks to each team, if still a draw, after 3 kicks, then there will be  sudden death. Each team will select  one player to take three kicks from the 22. Sudden death applies with different players selected to take one kick each.
KNOCKOUT QUARTER FINAL
17)
Each winner in the preliminary quarter final phase is guaranteed a home knockout quarter final against a losing team from the preliminary quarter final.

18)
In the event of a draw, the replay can take place after 3 full days have elapsed.  The replay can take place on the fourth day after the drawn game. The replay will be a home fixture for the team who were away in the drawn game.
19) After a replay, it shall be left to the FEC in conjunction with the Munster competitions manager to decide when and where the second replay will be played. This replay must produce a result. In the event of the teams finishing level after the second replay the winner will be determined as in the preliminary quarter final round (see 16 above).
SEMI-FINAL & FINAL
20) The semi-final and final are knockout games and are played on the same basis as the knockout quarter final. The venues and dates for the semi-final and final should be agreed by the Competition Coordinator and the Munster competitions secretary,  subject to the following:-
A)  The semi-finals and final should be played in either Thomond Park or Musgrave Park.
B)   Rules 18) and 19) apply in the event of a draw.
23) The venue for the final should rotate between Thomond Park and Musgrave Park each year. 
Rockwell are included with Limerick schools for the purposes of the rotation. The rotation is reset each year. 
24) In the event of a draw, rules 18) and 19) apply.
THE DRAW
24) The draw for this competition will take place at the AGM each year. The draw will select the pairings for 4 matches, A, B, C & D. These will be the preliminary quarter final pairings. The first drawn team in each pairing will have home advantage. 
25) The winners in the preliminary quarter final round matches will have home advantage in the knockout quarter final round.
Arising from the preliminary quarter final draw, the knockout quarter final pairings will be:-

Winner Match A V Loser Match B [match E]

Winner Match B V Loser Match C [match F]

Winner Match C V Loser Match D [match G]

Winner Match D V Loser Match A [match H]

26) Arising from these knockout quarter finals, the semi-final pairings will be:-

Winner Match E V Winner Match G

Winner Match F V Winner Match H.

27) Semi-final Home advantage (refer to section on Venues) will accrue to the winners of Match E & Match F notwithstanding where matches in the previous round have been played. 
VENUES
1. Procedures

a. At the Autumn meeting of the schools committee, the Competitions Coordinator should submit a list of suitable venues for Cup games to the Munster Competitions Manager. 
b. Games masters from each school, should indicate preferred “Home” venues for preliminary Q/F and Q/F’s proper:  from sample list provided. In so far as possible, all knockout games will be played in Munster Branch grounds.  These grounds are the grounds of first preference for all Cork & Limerick teams as appropriate.

c. If suitable preferred venues are not available; the Competition Coordinator and the Munster Competitions Manager shall make suitable alternative arrangements.
Sample List of Suitable Venues:-

	Cork:
	Limerick:
	Tipp

	Musgrave Park
	Thomond Park
	Clanwilliam RFC

	CIT
	Garryowen RFC
	Clonmel

	UCC Mardyke
	Young Munster
	Cashel

	Temple Hill
	Old Crescent RFC (Q/F only)
	

	Highfield
	
	

	
	
	


