Bowen Shield and McCarthy Cup 
Competition Rules for 2011/12 Season
IMPORTANT
Duration of Bowen Shield games 70 min. 
Duration of McCarthy Cup games 60 min.
There is no extra time in Age-Grade rugby U13- U19

Discipline: Yellow cards will be in operation for both competitions. The duration in the bin is 5 minutes in the McCarthy Cup and 7 minutes in the Bowen Shield.   Red cards will be issued in the case of warrantable offences.

ELIGIBILITY

1. The Bowen Shield is a competition for players who are post-JCT, i.e. U17. If a school needs some of its JCT to make up a Bowen Shield side then that is possible by making a simple application to do so.

2. The U15 league is for U15 players only and given the numbers playing should not ever require U14 players.

ORGANISATION

3. The overseeing committee will be the Competitions and Standards Committee. All queries are to be addressed to the competition coordinator Bro. Matthew Corkery (CC). The CC will complete an ongoing league table update via the MSR website. All participating schools are expected and are honour bound to provide details of results to the competition co-ordinator.

4. The time deadline for each round is an outer time deadline. By mutual agreement, any game can be played anytime before the outer time limit.

5. Schools are expected in the common good to make every reasonable effort to fulfil their obligations on time. If a difficulty is looming, this must be brought to the attention of the school affected and the competition coordinator as soon as possible IN ADVANCE OF THE DIFFICULTY.

6. The onus is on the home school to notify the refereeing authorities in their area in good time of the dates of these games in order to facilitate the possible appointment of official referees. Contingency plans should be in place should no referee be appointed.
7. A school with a team in the Bowen Shield or the U15 league but not in both competitions must play all their matches away.

8. If a school travels to an away fixture and the match(es) are not played the rearranged fixture will be played as a home fixture for the team who originally travelled.
PAPERWORK

9. A panel of players consisting of the players’ names and their dates of birth signed by the principal on school headed paper must be lodged with the competition co-ordinator by Friday 16th. September 2011 This indicates a commitment to the competition and its rules.
10. Late additions may be made to the initial panel(s) to be received no later than 1st October 2011
11. Competing teams  MUST exchange signed team sheets prior to kick-off.

12. A team sheet WILL be requested by the referee. This should be provided with the playing positions identified and the replacement props and hooker identified and signed.
13. Teams in the North Munster derrogation area must submit their panel of 28 players with the Hon.Sec. MSR. By September 1st 2011 (Bowen Shield only)
14. The match results must be emailed (or faxed) to the competition co-ordinator within 24 hours of the match by both competing schools. 
POINTS

Match Points (MP) are awarded as follows:

Win - 3 points + 1 Bonus Point if results are submitted within 24 hours of fixture.
Draw - 1 points + 1 Bonus Point if results are submitted within 24 hours of fixture.
Lose - 0 points + 1 Bonus Point if results are submitted within 24 hours of fixture.
1 Loser's Bonus Point (LBP) will also be awarded to a team who loses by 7 points or less. In the case of a draw a bonus point will be awarded to both teams.
NB: Week 1 results will be regarded as late if panel has not been submitted on time

If a match is conceded then the team to whom the match is conceded will get 4 points (3MP + 1BP), the team who concedes will get 0 points.

If a match is conceded but is played then the referee must be notified prior to KO that the match has been conceded.

SANCTIONS

15. Any objection, protest or appeal about any match must be made in writing within three working school days of the game. This objection, appeal or protest must be submitted on official school paper and have a  250 euro  cheque with it. This should be addressed to the Secretary, Fixtures and Emergency Committee (FEC), Munster Branch Schools Office, 1st.Floor, Callan Centre,Holland Rd. National Technological Park, Limerick This money is refundable if the objection is upheld.
16. No complaints will subsequently be entertained if you have chosen not to act within the prescribed deadlines.

KNOCK OUT PHASE
17. The top six teams will qualify for the playoffs. The 3rd team will be at home to the 6th team and the 4th team will be at home to the 5th in the Quarter-Finals. 
18. The 1st team will be at home to the winner of  4th/5th.Quarter Final. The 2nd team will be at home to winner of 3rd/6th. Quarter Final.

19. If two teams finish on equal points in the league, the following criteria will apply in determining position.
(a) the result between the two teams, and if still a draw, (b) the number of tries scored in that fixture, and if still a draw, (c) the away team in that fixture. If the teams have not played each other, the result will be determined by(1) Points difference in the entire competition, (2) The number of tries scored in the entire competition, (3) A toss of a coin.
20. If three teams finish on equal points, the following will apply:

(a) points difference in the three matches involving those three teams, and if still level,

(b) number of tries scored in those three matches, and if still level,

(c) number of points scored in those three matches, and if still level,

(d) a toss of a coin will determine the order.

21. Quarter-finals and semi-finals must yield a result. If there is draw after  then the following criteria will be used:
Number of tries scored
First try scored
First to score
In the event of a 0-0 draw  then a penalty shoot-out will take place from the 22. Only players on the pitch at the end of extra time can participate. 3 kicks to each team, if still a draw then sudden death.

22. In the final if there is a draw, there will be a replay PROVIDED the  league is on schedule and  the replay takes place on 9th December. If replay cannot take place before Christmas holidays then the honours will be shared.
23. The time deadlines are clearly set. Both these competitions will conclude before Christmas holidays. Failure to adhere to these policy decisions may result in being excluded from the competition.

24. The location of the finals will be determined by schools involved and confirmed at a later date.
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